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BARNARD, henry (1811-1900), an
American educator, organizer of the Bureau
of Education, and the first man to hold the
position of United States Commissioner of
Education. He was born at Hartford, Conn.,
and became prominently identified with edu-
cational work while he was a member of the
legislature of this native state. At that
time he was successful in securing the re-
organization of the public school system
of the state and in introducing many im-
provements. He was afterwards made state
school commissioner and in 1856 founded
the American Journal of Education. Bar-
nard began his work for the United States
government in 1867, and during his years
of service he laid the foundations for the
American public-school system as it is organ-
ized to-day.
BARNARD COLLEGE, of Columbia Uni-
versity, was organized in 1889 as an under-
graduate college for women. It was named
for President Barnard of Columbia, who
had endeavored unsuccessfully to put the
institution on a coeducational basis. In 1902
the college received an endowment of $500,-
000, half of which was the gift of John D.
Rockefeller. Additional gifts subsequently
increased the fund to about $-1,000,000. The
institution has prospered, and has a student
enrollment of about 1,000. It has its own
board of trustees and a faculty numbering
about 115. The buildings are on Broadway,
New York City, adjoining those of Columbia.
Frederick Augustus Porter Barnard
(1809-1889), for whom Barnard College
was named, was born at Sheffield, Mass.,
and educated at Yale College. He began his
career as a teacher of the deaf and dumb, but
was soon chosen professor of natural phi-
losophy and mathematics in the University
of Alabama, In 1856 he was elected presi-
dent of the University of Mississippi and
in 1864 became president of Columbia Col-
lege (now Columbia University), holding
this position for twenty-four years, He was
United States commissioner to the Paris Ex-
position in 1867 and was also associated with
numerous astronomical projects and with the
United States Coast Survey, being chosen in
1863 to superintend the publication of the
maps and charts of that organization. At
his death he left most of his property to
Columbia College.
BARJTBURNERS, the name given in
American history, to a faction of the Demo-
 cratic party in New York state, so called
from their radical tendencies, in allusion to
the story of the Dutchman who burned down
his barn to clear it from rats. The division
of the party was in 1844, the followers of
Yan Bur en being termed Barnburners, and
those of Polk, Hunkers. In 1848, after a
contest in the Democratic National Con-
vention, the former joined the Free-soilers
and voted for Van Buren, and thus made
possible the election of Taylor, the "Whig
candidate. The Democrats were practically
reunited in 1852. See democratic party.
BAENUM, phineas taylob (1810-1891),
an American showman whose varied career
represents a mixture of audacity, shrewd-
ness and luck. Barnum was bom at Bethel,
Conn., where, as a boy, he played jokes on
people who came into his father's tavern.
Later he experimented with the lottery busi-
ness, marriage and newspaper editing.
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In 1834 Barnum removed to New York,
where he entered upon his first venture as a
showman, buying Joyce Heth, the reputed
nurse of General Wash-
ington, and exhibiting
her with considerable
profit. In 1841 he
bought Scudder's Amer-
ican Museum in New
York, through which he ,
became at once pros-;
perous by exhibiting
various fraudulent
freaks and curios, and
also a noted dwarf
(Charles S. Stratton of
Bridgeport), whom he
styled Gen. Tom Thumb and exhibited in
Europe in 1844. In 1847 he offered Jenny
Lind $1,000 a night for 150 nights, and re-
ceived $700,000—the concert tickets often
being sold at auction.
After a period of bankruptcy he entered
upon new enterprises and made another
fortune. In 1866 he was a candidate for a
seat in Congress, but was unsuccessful. In
1868 he relinquished the business of show-
man, resuming it, however, in 1871, when he
organized a traveling museum, menagerie
and circus, known as the "Greatest Show on
Earth," which required 500 men and horses
and 100 railroad cars to transport it. In
1879 Barnum estimated the number of his
patrons up to date as 90,000,000. He paid
$10.000 to the London Zoological society for

